Splenic regeneration and phagocytic function after partial splenectomy in baboons.
Total splenectomy, especially in children, results in diminished ability to combat infection by capsulated bacteria. It is, however, uncertain how much splenic tissue is needed to maintain this ability. In this experimental study on baboons, in situ remnants after partial splenectomy were examined to evaluate regeneration and phagocytic function after injection of dual-labelled liposomes into their splenic arterial supply. The results showed that resection of as much as two-thirds of the spleen in baboons allowed sufficient regeneration to support adequate macrophage phagocytic function.